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Statement of the Problem
Day to day life requires that students should be able to read and understand different concepts for them to be considered fit for the society (Duffy, 2009). The skills to read and understand should go hand in hand in understanding word families and learning rhymes which is a basis of understanding that which one reads. Understanding in this context is a measure of one’s rating of successfulness I the current society. The skill to learning from the rhyming and word families should be instilled in the student’s life from their earliest grades in schooling and should be made as enjoyable as possible to capture both the interest and the understanding of the student as this skill builds a foundation where students will be able to improve as they proceed with their education.
In the captivation of the student’s interest in reading and understanding the word families and rhyming words, it is important that visual arts are applied as they make literacy skills an enjoyable endeavor to the students as compared to the use of the ancient techniques as worksheets and/or flashcards. Visual arts do not only teach students the basic concepts of reading and understanding but the students can also express ideas though the arts and by use of artistic items. According to Rosas et al (2018), play and experimentation are best modes where students in their early grades learn the basic reading and understanding skills. He encourages that the application of arts should therefore be applied throughout the learning levels as it encourages comprehensive learning and that the students develop confidence.
Research Questions
The purpose of this project study is in finding out the effect of the application of visual arts on the students’ abilities to read and understand word families and rhyming words.  The intention for this study is in achieving a positive correlation on the effect of the use of visual arts on students’ literacy performance. The research questions to guide this research include the following;
· What impact do the use of drawing and labeling have on students’ progress in learning rhyming words?
· What impact do the use of decorative arts have on students’ understanding of the word families?
These hypothetical questions are supposed to guide the study in determining the essence of the application of the visual arts in learning. 
Background Literature
Hudson (1987) indicates that almost 65% the information found today were in 1936 found visually. Hudson believes that with that trend and the developments in visual technology, over 85% of information and knowledge by 1987 could be acquired through visual arts. Despite Hudson’s study, visual arts, training, language, and literacy have not yet met these milestone positions just like other primary literacy; oral, numeral, and verbal (p. 277). Hudson’s study has been recently supported by other studies such as Chung (2005) who has described the current saturation of visual arts to have been caused by the current environment.
Boughton (1986) in his study noted that the reduction in textual information and the increase in the visual information is a great step towards literacy. He states that the increase in visual devises and the web had come to fruition. Boughton claimed that it was a chance for the education’s contents and methodologies from the textual to the visual literacy. Visual literacy according to him was a great milestone and could improve the literacy. Visual literacy would positively affect the students’ performance in almost all the educational disciplines. Boughton’s claims were later supported by Avgerinou and Erickson (1997) where they claimed that visual literacy has no clear meaning but leads to three concepts that are not vey tied values. Boughton argues that these values are the basic values of education.
Several years after the above claims, Harris (2006) observed that the textual contents had been replaced by visual contents. In people’s homes, the streets, screens, the web among other platforms had changed from the textual contents to arts and graphics. Harris claimed that the words in menus and computers had been changed to icons, textbooks to images, the use of television, cell phones, and computers also changed the textual world to a more artistic and visual world. He observed that the demand and circulation of textual contents had increased and that of the textual contents decreasing (p. 213). A good population had resorted to finding out first hand information from televisions and LCD screens over the wide availability of textual information. Harris associates the shift to the availability of the information in image form. Students also have a tendency of liking visual literacy from the fact that artistic and visual contents are more appealing than the textual. Harris estimates that visual literacy increases with time and the increase is due to the increase in the more artistic contents, presentations, and consumption (p. 214). Notwithstanding these real factors he calls attention to that couple of students would really be approached to create a picture based paper or to deconstruct symbolism in many projects of study. He additionally makes the conspicuous point that words are only pictures that represent sounds and that teachers should come up with a clear path for the expanding impact of visuals in their study hall.
Reif and Grant (2010) studied integrating arts into teaching and learning and how addressing content through these arts. They also gave very detailed ways in which to use a variety of the arts to help teach the different types of students. Through the implementation of arts in the classroom, it is my goal to create a positive school environment to create better reading and language skills among my students.
[bookmark: _Hlk26721959]Exley (2008) studied the understanding of literacy as a visual arts process and content in Australia, as well as the procedural and declarative knowledge that went along with the learning process. Exley (2008) discovered that visual arts, declarative knowledge, and procedural knowledge all have a major connection. When I am teaching my action research project, I will be asking questions and doing visual art projects that will allow for my students to use their declarative knowledge and procedural knowledge. They will have to use their declarative knowledge by answering questions and writing. They will have to use their procedural knowledge through creating a song or drawing a picture.
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